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Undymg Record of American Legionaries

Transfer From French to Lmted States Army Rccalls Wonderful Showing Made
by Volunteers—Youth and Age Alike Displayed Heroism Unequalled

-

First American of the Foreign Legion killed in the war—Adjutant
Duke (or Duca) of Boston, a victim at the Marne. |

Paris, March 9.
HE first American of the French
Foreizn Legion 1o be killed in the
great war hud an obseure fate.
Boulieny of New Orleans wrote {o his
unele, the lale Dr. Johin Pike of Paris,

about him.
August, 1914, fonud Duke, or Duea (as
the Ialisn Lesionaries, very proud of
Lim, sometimes called him). installed as
“the  American,” prime fuvorite aml
Jeader of comrades, in the Sccond marehi-
ing regimen! of lhe Legion from North
Africa. He hailed trom Boston aad was
of supposedly lDialian-American parent-
age, but speaking [alian badly and ob-
He had joined in
for :.ld—

The American volunteers in

wviously American botn,
Algiers three years previously,
ventire or lo foroet some girl, received
money from Boston periodieally, speat
and loaned it liberally, and was a man of
education, about 33 vears old.

“He was my adjotant,” said Bouligay.
“ind chief of bombardiers of our eom-
pany in those first days afier the Marne,
when treneh war scarcely existed.  In
trving a makeshift treneli mortar -von
might say a piece of stovepipe—it burst,
and a serap lut ltim just above the right
eye. It prereed the skull, but he did not
know it-just bound up the wound and
went about his business, The next day
| took lis pholozraph. You see,
he is jaughing. An hoar later he frll
uneonscious and died, as mysteriously as
he lad hved.”

Last American Killed Was Nock.

The lust Ameniean of the Legion kiiled
in Freneh unitorm was Ivan Finney Noek
of Baltimore, who 1eil on January 8,
1918, The last Mmerican Legionary Killed
before him was Bill Punnglielid.

The rennunine American Legionaries
are being trunsterred to our own forees.
first American volunteers pointed
road 1o honor.  They deserve a

These
ont the
ehapter of their own m the history ol the
Wir.

Nock was 25 years old. A eivil engineer.,
he quit a brillianl position to fight for
France. In Jannary, 1916, he emi-«. ed.
“] paunol vemain neatral any longer,” he
Wounded at Auberive, in Cham
puane, hie received the tollowinz eitation:
wurewidivr ol remurkabie  eonrage,
wounded Apiil 20, 1917, by a ball in the
Bead. After having laid low his fifth ad-
versary he eried: ‘I won't quit till T get
my sixth Boehe” and kept his word.”

Cured, Nock returned quick!y te the
front. He wus cited a second lime at
Verdun in August, 1917, and a second
time wounded. Scarcely cured again, he
Joined his corps and volunteered for a
msky surprise attack om January 8,

said.

Capyright, Steriing H-lug

1018. Mortally wounded, Lie was bronght
back inside the Freneh lines and did not
die until after his Colonel had pinned the
military medal on lis breast.

When Nock enlisied Edzar Bouligny
of New Orleans was one of the old timers
who welcomed him. Many had already
fallen. Fdward Mandell Sione of
Chicago, a Harvard man who bad been
in the diplomatic serviee, was killed st
('raonnelle in Pebruary, 1915, aged 31
Rene Phelizot of ¢'hicago, a big game
hunter known as “the killer of elephants,”
followed him in Mareh, 1915,

Others Who Gained Undying Fame.

Then it was Russell Kelly of New Youk,
killed in Artois in June, 1915, only ZI
years old; Kenneth Weeks of Boston (25
vears) aml FEdward Harman Hall of
Chicago (uxed 230, who both fell in the
same month and district; Henry Farns-
worth of Bostun, September, 1915, in
Champugne; Alan Seeger of New York
the poet, author of (he immortal “Cham-
pagoe, 1914-1015," who was killed on
July 4, 1916,

About this epoch Bouligny said:

“Of the original Amerieans who joined
the Foreign lLezion with me in August,
1914, there remain only four of us
Lieut. Sweeney, (‘azey, Trinkard and my-
self. Oune of my good friends, Dennis
Dowd, was killed at Boe, as aviator, in
Aogzust, 19167

Abovuat fifty of our [Logionaries have
been wounded, invalided (like Paul Ayres
Rockwell, the writer and brother of the
aviator) or trunslerred to other French
services, Such were eerfain stars of the
present Ameriean aviation: Major Wil-
liam Thaw of Pittshurs, Capt. Frederick

Zinun, (‘apt. Robert Soubiran and Lient.
Wilkbam Dugan. They began in the
Legion.

It is Arihar Barry of Brighton, a

Boston boy, who eall< himsell “a high-
brow plasterer,” but “doesn’t follow lus
profession mueh.,” and other young
lLegionaries recently (ransferred 1o the
A. F. F., who were reterred to in an of-
iivial discourse as “to-day ameong the
vounges! in the Foreizm Legion: to-mor-
row they will be among the oldest fighters
of the great war in the American army 1"

O1 these, Barry has two woumds and
three citutions: Allen Richard Blount of
l'hil.".lgﬂ and Wiison, N. O, two wonnis
and one eitation: Christopher Charle- of
Brooklvn, one wound, one eitation: Theo-
dore Huas of St Louis, two wounds,
three citations: Alzernon Sartoris, srand-
son of President U. 8. Grant, one cita-
ticn; Sergeant Fugene Jacob of Chicago,
iwo citations; Corporal Ozcar Mouvet of
New York, two wounds, three citations;
Jack Moyet of Mobile, Ala. (the Benja-

“Only four of us left"—Casey, Sweeney, Trinkard and Nock. Sweeney
and Casey still survive. Photo taken in 1916.

min of the Legion), aged only 13 years
and havine two veurs fighting and one
citation to his credit: John A. Cordon-
nier of Philadelphia, two wounds, two
eitations: Marins Philip of St. Louis, one
wound, one citation: Walter Appleton of
New York, one wound; Jack Noe of New
York, one citation, and Walter Raymond
Pieree of Philadelphia, now in Algiers.

Meanwhile the youngsters make a eult,
collect (he numes and exploits of their
elders, “the great dead,” who pointed out
to them the road to honor. Alan Seeger
sung their glories—and his own:

Here, by devoted comrades laid away,

Along our lines they slumber where they

fell,
Beside the erater at the Ferme d'Alger

And up the bloody slopes of La Pompelle,
And round the city whose cathedral towers

The enemies of Beauty dared profane,
Aud in the mat of multicolored fluwers

That clothe the sunny chalk tields of

Champagne.
Under the little crosses whera they rise

The moldier rests. Now round him undis-

mayed
The eannon thunders, and at night he lies

At peace beneath the eternal fusillade . . .
That other gr-m-rzhans might

Yrom shame and menace free in years to

come—
A richer heritage of happiness,

He marched to that heroic martyrdom.
Esteeming less the forfeit that he paid

Than undishonored that bis flag might

float
Over the lowers of Liberty, he made

His breast the bulwark and bis blood the

moat!

James Paul of St. Lonis was a great
grenade tlhrower, anl obtained his first
citation for hurling 250 bombs in five
minutes. He was shot with a revolver by
a German Red CUross man at the moment.
when he had removed the safely pin
from a pgrenade which he was about to
throw and which was ready to explode.

German Bullet Paralyzed brain.

The German Red Cross bullet par-
alvzed Lis brain, so that he eould not
move his arm. vet his last thonght was
for the trenchiul of eomrades and tha
danger to them of the timed bomb in lns
hand. Crving weakly: “Grenade! gre-
nade!” he died. One of the men snatehed
the thing in time and hurled it at the Ger-
mans.

“Thal's how we do in the Legion!”
said Goy Angostimi of San Fruneiseo.
killed at Verdun in Angust, 1917, while
erawling out between the lines to resrue a
wounded eomrade. Edgar Bouligny ac-

tually zot his third wonnd at this sort of
exercise—and, wounded, brought baek his
wounded friend.

Others of the older set survive, mirse-
ulously. There is Nick Kornies of New
York, 25 vears old, three and one-half
years service, never onee in 3 hospital,
either as sick or wounded, and possessed
of three ecitations, the last conferring the
Military Medal.

“Only Four of Us Left.”

One day in late 1916 Bouligny sent me
a photograph. Beside a bombarded churel
sat “the only four of us left™—Casey,
Sweeney, Trinkard—and the new Ameri-
can, Nock. Trinkard was killed a year
later.- as an aviator. Sweeney siill sur-
vives, promoted Captain. Noek was the
last American Legionary to be killed in
French uniform.

“("asev has a charmed life,” says Ed-
gar Bouligny. “John Jacob Ca- v, land-
scape painter when at home, three and
one-half years at the front, one wound
and four citations.”

Young and old, all the survivors are
transferred to the A. F. F.

Younz—like Allen Hichard Blount of
Chieago, 23 years of age, veteran of Ver-
dun, two wounds, one cilation. What for?
For capturing. alone with his eorporal,
thirty German soldiers in their own
trench and taking them back, without
spilling a bean, to the French rear!

Old—like . L. Melslinn of New Or-
leans, the dean of the Amervican Legion-
aries, former Louisiana Suate Senstor
and aged 65 years. When we entered {he
war he was rejecied as a volunteer on ae-
count of his aze, witliout examination. So
he Lastened to Franee,.passed the pliysi-
cal examination and joined the Lesion—
claiming, instructed by experience, to be
42 vears old, and loeking it

Jail in Solid Rock
O\.F of the oddest of jails s at

Chifton, Graham eounty, Arizoda,
which lies in an important eopper region.
This jail eomprises fonr lurge apartinents
hewn in the side of a hill of solil qrartz
The entrance i3 in a boxlike vestihule
built of Leavy me=wmry. and the za'es
have three sets ot steel bars.

At iatervals in the roeky walls holes te
strve as windows have been blasted, and
in these apertures massive bars of sted
have been fitted firmly.
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